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Welcome to our fourth edition of 
source community newsletter and 
our first for 2013. i hope you all 
enjoyed a safe christmas and are 
enjoying the start to the New year. 
at Northparkes Mines we are looking 
forward to a safe and rewarding year 
for our people, our business and 
the community.  i am excited about 
the opportunities and challenges 
2013 will hold for us and i also look 
forward to working closely with 
you to grow and strengthen our 
relationships throughout the year.

In November 2012 we hosted the 
full Rio Tinto board including the 
new Chief executive, Sam Walsh and 
Chairman, Jan du Plessis. We were 
able to showcase our 17 years of block 
caving knowledge.  One of the board 
members told me that this was the 
best mine visit he had been on in five 
years which is a comment we can all 
be very proud of. 

In 2013 our team at Northparkes 
is focussed on strengthening the 
business based on our enduring 
values; safety, communication, one 
team, leadership, life balance and 
improvement.  We have a number of 
very exciting projects at Northparkes 
including the Step Change Project 
prefeasibility study. 

The study team has undertaken 
the enormous task of evaluating 
thousands of options for both 
expansion and mine life extension. 
The outcome of our work has found 
that Northparkes is a strong business 
and that the best way to take our 
mine into the future is to focus 
on an extension of mine life at or 
around current productions levels. 
A longer mine life for Northparkes is 
good news for our business, Parkes, 
Forbes and the broader Central West 
communities.    

One of the most exciting events on 
Northparkes’ calendar for 2013 is our 
Open Day on Saturday March 2 from 
10.00am until 4.00pm.  The theme for 
this year’s open day is Technology in 
mining which will showcase how new 
technology that is being developed 
and used at Northparkes Mines is 
making mining safer, more efficient 
and more productive.  

I look forward to welcoming our 
community to the mine to learn more 
about how we mine and process our 
ore, our exploration programme, 
careers in mining and how we are 
using new technologies to do this 
safer and more efficiently.  

 

As part of our Open Day you will be 
able to take part in guided tours of 
our surface operation as well as bus 
tours to our underground portal.  
There will also be displays from each 
area of our business, which will 
provide information including how we 
sustainably manage our environment 
and keep our people safe and healthy. 
There will be mining equipment on 
display as well as technology showing 
how we use automation to mine 
underground. 

Northparkes will be providing free 
bus services from centres including 
Parkes, Forbes, Trundle, Bogan Gate 
and Peak Hill.  Bookings are essential 
to reserve your place, so please go 
to www.northparkes.com.au or dial 
1300 PARKES (1300 727 537) to book 
your place.

Kind regards

Stef 

From the managing director
Northparkes Open Day 2010.
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Step Change
Northparkes will focus on mine 
life extensions as opposed to 
a significant expansion of our 
operations.

The Step Change Project prefeasibility 
study team has been working for a 
number of months on various mine 
expansion and mine life extension 
options. The outcome of this work 
has found that Northparkes is a 
robust business and the best way to 

grow that value is to focus on options 
related to mine life extension.  There 
are a number of options for mine life 
extension beyond 2030 and the team 
is now going through those to work 
out what is best for the mine, local 
community and our stakeholders. 

Essentially this means that 
Northparkes will not expand the 
mine significantly and as a result 
will not require large amounts of 

additional water or accommodation 
alleviating the need for additional 
water pipelines or construction camps 
to be built.

We will complete the current 
Environmental Assessment through 
the NSW Governments Major 
Projects system to seek approval for 
mine life extensions and associated 
infrastructure.

From the managing director

Environment
Northparkes has successfully 
completed a trial to help reduce 
the amount of airborne dust being 
generated from our tailings dam 
in dry and windy conditions. a 
chemical based substance known as 
polymer was mixed with water and 
spread over more than 80 per cent 
of the dam’s hard surface to create a 
crust to prevent airborne dust being 
generated. The trial began in July 
and was completed in october. since 
then there have been no reports of 
dust coming off Tailings Dam 1.

Environment and Health 
superintended Nicole Gregory said the 
team are very pleased with the results. 
“The results from the trail so far are 
showing it to be a success,” she said.

“This round of polymer will last about 
12-18 months and at that time we 
will have a better idea of the future 
of the dam as to whether we will 
use polymer again or look at other 
solutions.”

 

A Tailings Dam is where the waste 
rock goes once the copper and gold is 
removed.

The rock is a wet consistency when 
it is deposited into the dam and over 
time dries out, this is when dust can 
become a problem. Tailings Dam 1, 
where the Polymer was spread, is no 
longer in use so has almost completely 
dried out.  The other two tailings 
dams are still in use, so are still quite 
wet.

Polymer being spread over the surface by tractor and spray.



   

Northparkes is introducing 
new technology to improve 
the safety of our people while 
also increasing production. 
The technology is known as a 
robotic idler change-out (ric).

RIC is an autonomous, 
operator assisted robot that is 
capable of changing conveyor 
idlers out on surface and UG 
conveyors. 

RIC moves along the conveyer 
belt and will lift it at the 
position that is identified 
as having failed or failing 
idlers. It will then remove 
the idler before replacing it 
with a new one. This is all 
done autonomously with the 
assistance of an operator and 
while the conveyor is still 
operating.

Northparkes’ RIC Project manager Greg Perry said there are three 
driving factors behind the introduction of RIC to Northparkes.  
“The first and most important factor is safety, RIC allows us to 
remove our people from the hazardous aspects of this task” he said.

“The second factor is production, previously production was 
affected through failed idlers. While we are removing people from 
the risk we are actually also increasing production levels at the 
same time.”

Northparkes manager Mine Design Matthew Betts explains the 
third factor is minimising risk for the business. “Conveyors are 
the lifeblood of Northparkes and many other Rio Tinto projects 
throughout the world,” he said. “It’s another way of ensuring we 
remain highly efficient in mining.”

Some of the equipment that was used to develop RIC will be on 
display at the Northparkes Open Day, Saturday March 2. There 
will also be additional robotic equipment that NPM are currently 
investigating such as a robot that monitors the condition of 
conveyor idlers in an autonomous, operator assisted mode.

Technology

Contact us

Northparkes Mines
PO Box 995
Parkes NSW 2870
Australia

1300 PARKES  
(1300 727537)

RIC in action at Northparkes Mines.


